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Hold 1 fo oft the form of fond words, 


THE Apoſtles of our Lord and Saviour did not 


N * 


impoſe upon the world cunningly deviſed fables, or 
the ſuggeſtions of imagination; but they publiſhed 
facts of which they had unqueſtionable evidence, 
and doctrines founded on thoſe facts, which they 
were taught by immediate revelation. Their doc- 
trine, therefore, was not various and multiform, like 
the ſhifting ſyſtems of impoſtors; but in every place, 
and on all occaſions, they preſented to the attention 
and the faith of mankind, a conſiſtent and unalter- 
ed collection of truths. The religion which they 
taught being entirely a matter of divine revelation, 
they were not at liberty to give ſcope to their ta- 
lents, if they had any, for curious and ſubtile ſpe- 
culation, that copious ſource of variety of opinion, 
as the numerous and contradiftory ſyſtems of the 
; A 2 Heathen 
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Heathen philoſophers fully : atteſt. They enjoyed the 
advantage of an infallible ſtandard, which they were 
not ſo fooliſh as to abandon, for the vain traditions 
of the Jews, or the fanciful theories of the Greeks. 
As the Apoſtles, with ſcrupulous fidelity, deliver- 
ed to the world the truths which they had received 
from their Maſter ; ſo they uſed their utmoſt en- 
deavours to preſerve them pure and unſophiſtica- 
ted, by carefully inſtructing thoſe perſons who 
were intruſted, under them, with the diſpenſation 
of the goſpel. This is evident from many places of 
the New Teſtament; and, in particular, from the 
text now read; in which Paul exhorts Timothy, 
the evangeliſt, to hold faſt the form of ſound words. 
The word tranſlated form, ſignifies a pattern, an 
exemplar, an outline; and may. be ſuppoſed to com- 
prehend all the doctrines of the Apoſtle, with 
which Timothy had been made acquainted by 
word and by writing. Many, however, think 
that ſomething more Fe is meant; or that 
the form of ſound words, mentioned in this place, 
was a formulary or ſummary of doctrine, which 
Paul had put into his hands, that he might follow 
it as his guide in preaching the goſpel. If this be 
the proper ſenſe of the term, it correſponds with 
the Articles, and the Confeſſions of Faith, which 
are ſtill uſed by the Churches as ſtandards, to 
which the public and private inſtructions of their 
Miniſters ought. to be conformed. Some have eren 
imagined, that this form of ſound words is {till i in 
exiſtence 3 


exiſterire ; and they refer us to that compendious 


(3: 


creed, which bears the name of the Apoſtles. For 
this opinion, however, there is no foundation; ex- 
cept an improbable, and even ridiculous: tradition, 


concerning the compoſition of it by the Twelve. 


But without ſpending time in endeavouring to af« 
certain the preciſe meaning of the term, I ſhall take 


. occaſion, from the text, to diſcourſe on Confeſſions 


of Faith. The ſubject is too copious to be exhauſt- 
ed in one ſermon : nor do 1 pretend to be equal to 
the taſk, I ſhall ſuggeſt a a few things only, which 
will, perhaps, ſerve to refreſh the memories of my 


| brethren, and to give ſome inſtruction to my o- 


ther hearers. | 

I. I ſhall point out ſome of the purpoſes which 
Confeſſions of Faith are intended to ſerve. 
II. I fhall inquire what _ they ought to 


contain. 


III. I fhall conſider the exhortation addreſſed 


by Paul to Timothy, and to all the miniſters of the 


goſpel. ; 


. ſhall point out ſome of the purpoſes which 


Confeſſions of Faith are intended to ſerve, and from 
which the propriety, and even the neceſſity, of in- 


troducing them into the church, may be fairly and 


: eaſily inferred. 


A Confeſſion of Faith, is a ec made by 


a Church, of the ſenſe in which ſhe underitands- ' 
the Scriptures, on thoſe ſubjects, the belief of | 
which ſhe judges to be neceſſary, as the condition 


of 
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Church, her Creed was extremely ſimple. 


1 * 
xl lt Chriſtian communion. I men- 
Bon, at preſent, both theſe ſorts of communion, as 
1 on an aſſent to the doctrinal articles of 
the Church; becauſe ſome Churches ſeem to 
make the terms of miniſterial and Chriſtian com- 
munion the ſame. Whether it be juſtifiable to exact 
an aſſent equally extenſive. in the one caſe as in 
the other, we ſhall afterwards enquire. 

It is probable, that, in the firſt ages of the 
The 
Confeſſion of Faith emitted by the Ethiopian eu- 
nuch, and accepted by Philip as ſufficient, is com- 
priſed in a few words; I believe that Feſus Chr: riſe 
ig the Son of God *. Some of the Fathers repre- 
| ſent theſe words of our Lord, Go and teach all na. 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
| of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt t, as containing 
the only formulary which was uſed for a conſide- 
Table time ; as if nothing more had been required 
from a candidate for admiſſion into the Church, 
than an acknowledgement of the Trinity. It is 
certain, that the ſummaries of doctrine which oc- 
cur in the early Chriſtian writers, comprehend a 
few articles only; and that ſome of them are not 
quite ſo full as that very ſhort one which is called 


* 


the Apoſtles Creed. But the happy ſimplictty of 
the primitive times could not laſt long; as, even 


during the lives of the Apoſtles, whoſe authority 


was much greater chan that of cheir e men 


. of 
* Ads vin. 37. + Matth. xiil. 19g 
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of torrupt minds had luste! clemletves | into W 


ſociety of the faithful, who mingled With the truth © 1 Y 


the errors of Judaiſm, and the tenets of Heathets 
Philoſophy. An enlargement of the Creed then 
became a meaſure of neceſſity, for the condemnnas 
tion of heretical opinions, and the excluſion of ſuch 


as had embraced them. In conſequence of the 
Arian hereſy, the Council of Nice was obliged to 
render the Creed more particular and expreſs on 
the ſubject of our Saviour's divinity; and the term 
conſubſtantial was introduced, as the only term 

| which the artifice of diſſioneſt men could not elude. 


'The errors of Macedonius, who denied the divinity - 
and perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt; of Neſtorius, 
who held that there are two perſons of Chriſt; 


and of Eutyches, who aſſerted that his two natures 


are blended into one, occaſioned the addition of 


new articles, by the Council of Conſtantinople, the 
firſt Council of Epheſus, and the Council of Chal- 


cedon. 
Having traced thus far the kiſtory e of Creeds, in 


order to point out their origin, and to give a rob 
ral view of the cauſes of their enlargement to their 
preſent ſize ; I proceed, according to the deſign of 
this-part of the diſcourſe, to lay before you ſome of 
the uſes of a Confeſſion of Faith, or to ſtate the 
reaſons why the Church muſt have a public ſtand- | 


ard of doctrine. 


1. A Confeſſion of Faith is a as a public 
i teſtimony tO the truth. The teſtimony of the 


Church, 
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(8) 
Church, it muſt be acknowledged, f is not requiſite 
to give credibility to the Scriptures, according to 


the doctrine of Papiſts; but if it be incumbent on 


every private Chriſtian to Hold forth in his converſa- 
tion the word of life, there is at leaſt as ſtrong an 


| obligation on the whole body of believers, in their 


collective capacity, to profeſs before the world the 
important truths of which they are the depoſitaries. 


In reference, perhaps, to this duty, the Church is 


called the pillar of the truth* ; becauſe the truth, 


by her public profeſſion, is 1 to the inſpec- 
tion of all, like an inſcription on a pillar, in diſtinct 


and legible characters. There are two reaſons why 
the truth ſhould be avowed by the Church. Her 


exalted Head is glorified in his prophetical charac- 


ter, when his diſciples declare before the world, 
that they receive with a divine faith, on his teſti- 
mony alone, and cordially love, and are reſolved, 


notwithſtanding all diſcouragements, to maintain 


thoſe truths which he came from heaven to reveal. 


Thus they confeſs him before men; and he hath pro- 
miſed to confeſs them before his Father and the holy 
angelt f. A profeſſion of the truth ſerves alſo to 
_ conſtitute a diſtinction between the Church and the 


world. It is not a diſtinction from the infidel part 
of mankind which I mean, for this would be mark- 
ed with ſufficient clearneſs, by an acknowledgement 
of the Scriptures z ; but a diſtinction from thoſe bap- 
tized enemies of the truth, who corrupt the doc- 


tr] mes | 


® 1 Tim. iii. 15. + Matth. Xx. 32. 


COOL 
trines of the goſpel. With them the Church ought 
to have no fellowſhip. She muſt diſown them as 
falſe brethren ; and ſeparate the vile from the pre- 
cious, by oppoſing to their errors and hereſies a re- 
preſentation of her faith, extracted, without mixture, 
from the pure ſources of truth. It was to vindicate 
themſelves from the calumnies with which the ene- 
mies of the Reformation aſperſed them, in conſe- 
Juence of the wild opinions of contemporary ſec- 
taries, that the Proteſtants cf Germany preſented 
their famous Confeſſion of Faith to the Diet of 
Augſburgh. Their example was ſoon followed by 
the other Proteſtant Churches. 
2. A Confeſſion of Faith is neceſlary to preſerve 
the purity of the truth; and this, indeed, is the 
chief purpoſe which it is intended to ſerve. It is a 
ſtandard, with which the opinions of thoſe who 
alk admiſſion into the Church, and particularly of 
candidates for the miniſtry, are compared, that, as 
they agree or diſagree with it, they may be recei- 
ved or rejected. It is a teſt, by the application of 
which the real ſentiments of the candidate are aſcer- 
tained; ſo that heretics in principle muſt be exclu- 
ded from being public inſtruQors, unleſs they alſo 
be, what the hiſtory of the Church ſhows them to 
have often been, heretics in practice, without con- 
ſcience, and without morality. 
That a Confeſſion, or Formulary of doctrine, may 
anſwer this moſt important end, it muſt be expreſſed 
in human words. A ſubſcription of the Bible, for 
. 
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1 ( TT ) 
1H which ſome earneſtly plead, would be perfectly nu- 
gatory; and it cannot be propoſed by any man who 
15 underſtands his own propoſal, but with a deſign to 
L106 deceive. Papiſts and Proteſtants, Calviniſts and: 
19 Arminians, Arians and Socinians,” profeſs to believe. 
1 the Scriptures to be the word of God, and are 
I ready to ſubſcribe: them as often as you pleaſe. 
14 What then would be the conſequence of making 
4 ' . the Bible the only teſt? The Church would be 
1 immediately filled with teachers of diſcordant prin- 
; 1 eiples, by whoſe contradictory inſtructions the minds TH 
14 of the people would be diſtracted and unſettled; 
| l many would be poiſoned with damnable 86 dine, * 
14 and ſome perhaps would be driven to infidelity and 
; 0 atheiſm. | 
1 But are not the words of the Holy Ghoſt pre- 
wa | ferable to any which men can ſubſtitute in their 
1 | room? Do not the Scriptures expreſs with clear- 
[| * neſs and preciſion, the great doctrines of faith? 
0 Io theſe queſtions we meſt readily anſwer in te 
a affirmative. But beſides that the Scriptures may 
F be variouſly underſtood, and the idea which one F 
| man annexes to a particular expreſſion may be di- 4 


red oppoſite to the idea · formed of it by another, 
it is of great importance to obſerve, that the Bible 


hath been treated with more rudeneſs and violence 3 

than any other book. Criticiſm hath been applied | 1 

to it; not ſober and candid criticiſm, by which | 
many of its obſcurities have been cleared, and its 

doctrines ſet in a juſt and natural light; but critt- 
eiſm lawleſs and daring, ned, ui 1 may ſpeak ſo, 
with 


A 


| 0 11 : ) - 
with a tranſubſtantiating power, which commands. 
AWay the ſubſtance and leaves the accidents. Chriſt. 
is ſtill God; but this ſignifies only that he is a glo- 


rified man: his death was a propitiation and a {as 


crificez but it did not expiate our guilt: he is a 
prieſt, the great high-prieſt of our profeſſion; and 
yet he is no more a prieſt than any ordinary Chriſ- 
tian who offers up Prayers to the Father: we are 
juſtified by faith, that is, we are juſtified by works. 
What purpoſe, permit me to aſk, would it ſerve, to 
accept from a Socinian an aſſent to theſe inſpired 
declarations, when we know that he holds the very 
doctrines which they expreſsly condemn ? What 
purpoſe would it ſerve, but to deceive” ourſelves 
with our eyes open, and to ruin the Church, while 


we are fully appriſed of the danger? It is evident, 
3 therefore, that to. preſerve the purity of the truth, 


a ſubſcription of the Bible will not ſuffice. Its doc- 


trines muſt be expreſſed in human words, which 
are preciſe and determinate, becauſe they have not 
yet been rendered, by the power of criticiſm, mere 
ſounds without ſenſe; and theſe muſt be applied as 
a teſt, of which nothing but downright diſhoneſty 
can defeat the defign, that no 200 f in ſheep's clothing 
may be admitted into the fold to devour the flock; 


that falſe brethren may not creep in unawares 10 de- 
ceive the ſouls of the fimple ; and that the miniſters 


olf religion may receive none into their order who 
will not walk with them in the unity of the faith, 


3- A Confeſſion of Faith is neceliary, o aſſure 
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che members of the Church that their teachers hold 


the ſame principles with themſelves. On this head 
they have 2 ont to be fatisfied. If they have not 
confidence in the orthodoxy of their teacher, they 


will either deſert his miniſtrations, or liſten to him 
with ſuſpicion, and without edification. To force 
upon any religious ſociety a man, whoſe ſentiments | 
differ from their own, is to commit ſacrilege on the 


right of private judgement; a right, which human 
authority no ſooner invades, than it degenerates 


into tyranny, which ET to be reſiſted with 9 . 


nerous indignation. 


1 might proceed to mention other important uſes 
of Confeſſions of Faith; but as many things remain 


to be canvaſſed, I ſhall — on to take notice of an 
objection which is ſtated againſt human forms. 


To require the ſubſcription of Formulas and Con- 


feſſions of Faith, is ſaid to be an encroachment on 
the right of private judgement; by which is meant 


the right, which every man has, to chooſe his own 


religion, or to adopt his own ſenſe of the Scriptures, ; 


without being controuled by the authority, of others. 


This is the unalienable right of all men, for the ex- 
erciſe of which they are accountable to God alone, 


and without which religion would not be a reaſon- 


able ſervice. How is this right infringed by the de- 
mand of an aſſent to a Confeſſion of Faith? If the 
language of ſubſcription were, * We command you 


to believe as the Church believes,” there would 


be too much ground for the objection. But it 


ſpeaks 


ADS + 


( 13.) 
fpeaks in a different ſtyle : © You wiſh,” ſay the 
rulers of the Church to the candidate, © to be ad- 
& mitted into Chriſtian or miniſterial communion. 
„ We are willing to receive you; but we think it 
4 neceſſary firſt to be informed, whether your prin- 

ciples and ours correſpond. In this Formulary 
are contained the doctrines which we believe; 
do they appear to you to be founded in the Scrip- 
* tures ?” The candidate is not required to adopt 
the faith of the Church ; he is only called upon to 
declare whether he hath already adopted it, and to 
teſtify his conſent, by ſubſcribing her articles. So 
far, then, is this procedure from being an invaſion 
of the right of private judgement, that it only a- 
mounts to a ſimple defire on the part of the 
Church, to know what his private judgement of 


cc 


the Scriptures is. If it differs from that of the 


Church, he is ſubjected to no penalty or hardſhip ; ; 
unleſs it be accounted a hardthip to deny to a man, 
who has no natural or conventional claim to them, 
the enjoyment of important privileges, which he 
will unqueſtionably abuſe. I acknowledge, indeed, 
that when the Church calls in the aid of the Magi- 
ſtrate, and the ſubſcription of her Creed is enforced 
by civil diſabilities and pains, the ohjeQtion is well 
founded, becauſe religion is no longer a matter of 
choice. Let thoſe anſwer the objection, if they can, 
| who approve of coercive meaſures where conſcience 
is concerned. Let them admire an uniformity which 
zs the effect of terror; let them boaſt of the tri- 


umphs 
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umphs of the Church, when ſhe goes forth arrayed 
In armour and in blood ; let them point to their 


_ thouſands, whom the ſight of the gibbet and the 
ſtake hath converted. We will rejoice to behold a 


willing people entering into the Church in the day of 
Chriſt's power, when he fends. the rod F bis Aae 
ou! of Zion. 

1 ſhall conclude this head mich oblarrings That 


perhaps an aſſent equally extenſive ought not to be : 
demanded from the private members, as from the 
miniſters of the Church, The Church of Scotland, 


I believe, does not make her Confeſſion. the term 
of Chriſtian communion; nor is this the practice 
of the foreign Proteſtant churches. I am not ſo 


well verſed in the hiſtory of our Aſſociation, as to be 


able to ſay whether it was ever enacted by our fa- 


thers, that a formal aſſent to the Confeſſion ſhould | 


be required from private individuals; but I know, 


that the practice of many of our miniſters ſeems to 


ſuppoſe ſuch a deed in exiſtence. I appeal to the 
form which they uſe at the adminiſtration of bap- 
tiſm. But to call on our people, not only to de- 


clare their firm belief of every word of a very ample 


Confeſſion, but to aſſent to ſeveral other deciſions, 
and even to the ſubſtance of a large volume“ filled 
with difficult diſcuſſions, ſeems to amount to the 
impoſition of an unneceſſary burden. We know, 
that many of them never read all theſe; we are 
certain, that of thoſe who have read them very few 
3 | Nee have 
* The Teſtimony. 
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| Have carefully ſtudied them; and yet we make an 
expreſs aſſent the condition of Chriſtian commu- 
nion. Are we fatisfied with an implicit faith ? Is a 
mere form, to give it the ſofteſt name, of ſuch va- 
| tue, as to be retained at the expence of integrity 
and truth? Would it not be wiſer, after the ex- 
ample of other churches, to ſubſtitute fomething 
more general, to which the people could give a 
rational aſſent, inſtead of perſiſting with ſolemnity 
to demand, and with feigned ſatisfaction to accept, 
what at preſent, we FRO well, 1s ſcarcely ever gi 
ven! ? | 


H. I propoſed to inquire, what things TE 
of Faith ought to contain. 


I begin with this general obſervation, that Creed 
ſhould contain truth, and nothing but truth. It is 
evident, that on this occaſion the term truth is uſed 
in a limited ſenſe; for many things are true, the 
| belief of which conſtitutes no part of the duty and 
profeſſion of the Church. It is religious truth a- 
tone with which ſhe is concerned. With reſpect 
to articles of faith, ſhe is not poſſeſſed of a ſove- 

reign and uncontroulable power. There is a wide 
difference between her, and other voluntary ſocie- 
ties; for while they have an unbounded right to ; 
circumſcribe their privileges as much as they pleaſe, 
the can claim no diſeretionary power, but muſt be 
implicitly guided by her infallible ſtandard. It is 
her province, not to make terms of communion, Z 
| | but 


but to extract from the Scriptures, and exhibit to 
the world, thoſe which he hath made, who hath 
#he keys of the houſe of David; who openeth, and. no 
man can ſhut ; <vho ſhutteth, and no man can open *. 
It follows, therefore, that the unſcriptural decrees 


of Popes, and Councils, and Synods, and all the 
human dogmas, and uninſtituted ceremonies, on an 
aſſent to which eccleſiaſtical communion hath been 

ſuſpended, are mere rubbiſh, which will ere long 
be ſwept out of the temple of God. But, on this 


part of the ſubject, it is neceſſary to be more parti- 


cular. | EY 5 
A Confeſſion of Faith ought to contain i 
mental articles, or thoſe truths which are the foun- 


dation on which the whole ſtructure of religion 
reſts; which conſtitute the eſſence of religion; and 


the knowledge of which is neceſlary to ſalvation; - 
A creed, in which any of theſe is wanting, is in- 
adequate to the purpoſes which ſuch a compoſition 


is intended to anſwer. Divines have pointed out 


ſeveral marks, by which fundamental doctrines are 
diſtinguiſhed. It is certain, that they lie among 
thoſe which are clearly revealed: for, as they are 
neceſſary to be known by the unlearned as well as 
by the learned, by babes in Chriſt as well as by full 
grown men, they muſt be diſcoverable without 1 
found inveſtigation, or the aid of critical ſkill. 
attempt, however, to ſelect and claſſify ng to 


count their number, and exhibit them detached 


| from | 
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from other truths, is hazardous, and indeed is not 
free from the charge of preſumption. It is an u- 
ſurpation of the prerogative of God, who alone 
can determine the exact meaſure of knowledge 
which is required to ſalvation. Yet, as they are 
perfectly obvious, it is almoſt impoſſible that a 
Church, which impartially ſearches the word of 
God for her creed, can miſs any of them; though 
the may not be able, with exactneſs, to define the 
boundary which ſeparates them from other truths 
equally clear, and nearly allied to them. 

2. A Confeſſion of Faith ſhould contain ſome 
| truths which are not fundamental. Some truths, 
though the knowledge of them be not indiſpenfa- 
bly neceſſary, may yet. be exceedingly important, 
by their great uſefulneſs in the Chriſtian lite, and 
their influence on the order, and peace, and proſ- _ 
perity of the Church. IT ſhall inſtance in Church- 
government, which, how important ſocver, none of 
us, I truſt, are fo bigotted, as to account a funda- 
mental article of religion. There are two opinions 
concerning Church-government\; the one, that a 
particular form is laid down ia .the Scriptures; the 
other, that the form is left to be ſettled by the 
judgement and diſcretion of men, and may be va- 
ried according to circumſtances. It is not my pre- 
ſent buſineſs to conſider theſe opinions, and to 
ſhow, that, according to the doQrine of our Church, 
the firſt is agreeable to truth. It is only neceſſary 
to make 1t appear, that, on either of theſe principles, 

0 an 


n 
an aſſentt to the form adopted by a church may 
be juſtly required as a term of admiſſion into her 


fellowſhip. If the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath preſcri- 


bed a particular form, it is plain, that the intereſts 
of the Church will ſo much depend on her exact 
organization and government according to that 
pattern, that her rulers would be inexcuſable, if 


they ſhould treat it as an indifferent matter, and 
permit thoſe to enter into her boſom, who, holding 


other principles on the ſubject, might weaken the 
beneficent energy of Her conſtitution, and at length 
perhaps effect an alteration. But ſuppoſe that no 


particular form were preſcribed, yet, as unani- 
mity, and peace, and brotherly love, are effential - 


to the welfare of the Church, it would be prudent 
to exclude perſons of jarring ſentiments about the 


mode of her government, leſt diſputes ſhould ariſe, 


and terminate in bitter animoſities, and open divi- 
ſions. I may add on the point now before us, that, 
as the truths of the goſpel are perfectly ſyſtematic, 
though they are not exhibited in a ſyſtematic form, 
as they are intimately connected by various rela- 
tions and dependencies ; the holding of fundamen- 
tal articles, neceffarily leads us to embrace many 
other ſubordinate truths. _ 35 
3. A Confeſſion of Faith ought not to contain all 
the truths of divine revelation, though it were poſſi- 
ble to crowd them into it. A Church ſhould not 
require, as a term of admiſſion, an uniformity of 
ſentiment 1 in Fry Particular, Every part of reve- 
| lation 


1 


lation is equally true; but every part is not equally 
important. It is as true, that Paul was born in 
Tarſus, a city of Cilicia, as that Jeſus Chriſt was 
born in Bethlehem of Judah. There are two ex- 
tremes, againſt which a Church, when ſhe is employ- - 
ed in framing her articles, ought to guard with the 
utmoſt care. It is dangerous to make her terms of 
communion too looſe; and it is dangerous to make 
them too ſtrict. Some, however, imagine, that 
the danger lies entirely on one fide. It is eaſy to 
make the door too wide ; but it cannot be made too 
narrow. The ſame things are neceflary, in their 
opinion, as the foundation of Church-fellowſhip, 
which are neceſſary to perfect the faith of the indi- 
vidual. - Becauſe a man is bound to receive every 
part of divine revelation, and every conſequence 
from it as true, he ought to exact the ſame meaſure 
of knowledge from his neighbour, before he will 
walk with him as a brother. But, by the ſame rule, 
he will be excluded by a third perſon of ſuperior at- 
tainments, and this man by a fourth; till we arrive 
at the individual who excels all his brethren, and 
muſt, therefore, dwell alone in the midſt of the 
earth. 

Let us beſtow a little attention on this ſubject. 
The queſiion is not concerning the utility of truth: 
for to every divine truth we aſcribe a portion of u- 
tility, or a tendency to illuminate the underſtand- 
ing, and through that medium, to influence the 
heart. It is a very diſtinct queſtion, whether the 

5 Perception 
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perception of every truth which I perceive be the 
condition, on which alone I ought to aſſociate with 
another man in eccleſiaſtical fellowſhip ? A deci- 
ſion in the affirmative, can only be authoriſed by 
exprels precepts of Scripture, by apoſtolical example, 
or by the nature of the cafe. „„ 
But ſo far is the Scripture from reſting communion 
on an uniformity of ſentiment, that, on the contrary, 
it preſcribes the duty of forbearance. He who com- 
mands us to contend carne/tly for the faith, commands 
us alſo to forbear one another in love, and to keep the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace *. Now, what 
room is there for forbearance, when every man's mind 
anſwers to that of another, as in water face anſwers 
to face? In tolerating g my neighbour, I only tolerate 
myſelf. While I imagine that I love him, I am 
probably enamoured of my own likeneſs ; and ſelf. 
approbation is the ſource to which my ſeeming re- 
gard to him may be traced. There is no trial of 
my love by ſome diſparities and diſcordancies of 
ſentiment, Which I overlook for . the ſake of his 
grand qualifications ; there are no failings in his in- 
tellectual part, over which I may throw the mantle 
of charity. No; our Creed is a very accurate 
mould, in which features and lineaments are ſo diſ- 
tinaly marked, that every man who hath, been caſt 
in it, ſees himſelf in his brother ——Perhaps for- 
bearance was only neceſſary in the infancy of the 
Church, and ought to be rejected as a badge of 
childhood 


* Eph. iv. 2, 3. 
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childhood by us, who live in its advanced age. 
What charter can the abettors of very ſtrict com- 
munion produce, authoriſing them to impoſe their 
minute diſtinctions, their obſcure inferences from 
Scripture, on other men? Have they diſcovered, 
that there is no crime, of which a church-member 
can be guilty, but that of obeying the apoſtolical 
exhortation, Haſt thou faith? Have it to thyſelf be- 
fore God *. Is it not a greater crime, to cauſe 
ſchiſms and diviſions, by an inflexible adherence to 
certain points, which will never be proved to be 
effential to the perfect conſtitution of the Church ? 
Apoſtolical example, inſtead of favouring the 
opinion which is the ſubje& of our preſent diſcuſ- 
Hon, ſtands in direct oppoſition to it. Let us at- 
tend for a moment to the conduct of Paul, when 
diſputes aroſe in the Church of Rome, concerning 
the obſervance of holidays, and the diſtinction of 
meats. It is certain, that, at that time, the ceremo- 
nial law was aboliſhed ; and that the Chriſttan who 
obeyed any of its abrogated precepts, acted incon- 
ſiſtently with his character, and his privileges. 
Wherefore, if ye be dead with Chriſt, from the rudi- 
ments f the world, ſays the Apoſtle to the Coloſ- 
ſians, why, as though living in the world, are ye 
ſubjecÞ to ordinances ? Nay, the obſervance of 
the ceremonial law might, with much plauſibility, 
| have been interpreted, by illiberal minds, to be a 
denial that the Meſſiah was come, and an impious 
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contempt of the liberty of the goſpel: Vet Paul 


does not command ſuch of the Romans as were 
more enlightened, to expel from their communion 


theit weak and ſcrupulous brethren ; though their 


conduct would have better . juſtified this meaſure, 


than our preſent differences of opinion, concerning : 
remote tranfactions of our fathers, and the power 
of the civil magiſtrate about religion, which in our 
caſe is a mere ſpeculation *. No; ſays the A- 
poſtle, Him that is weak in the faith, receive ye, 
but not to doubtful diſputations f. 
Ihe opinion which we are now conſidering, Can as 

| little be proved from the nature of communion. From 


ſome hints which have been already thrown out, it 
appears, that this principle, if ſtrictly acted upon, 


would deſtroy all communion on the earth; as 


perhaps, two men, if permitted freely to conduct 
their reſearches, will not be found to coincide in all 
their views; and therefore, the ſupporters of this 
ſyſtem, when they have ſtrained matters beyond all 


_ reaſonable bounds, are obliged to contradict them- 


ſelves, by leaving the human mind to its liberty. 
Men may affix arbitrary ideas to words, and thus 
engender a train of errors and' uſeleſs diſputes. But 
ſurely a plain and unprejudiced man would never 


| ſuppoſe, when a Church is mentioned, that an aſ- 
Fociation i is meant, of men equally enlightened on 
- ay TOPIC, who could not, without a crime, exer- 


3 cCiſe 
« gs Wite at the end of he Sermon. 


4 Rom. xiv. 1. 
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iſe forbearance i in any matter of belief. 1 hall on- 
ly add, that ſince God hath endowed men with 
various degrees of underſtanding, and the Spirit 


diſtributes his illumination as he wills; ſince they 


are placed in different ranks and connections, and 
are wonderfully diverſified, by their habits and aſ- 
ſociations of ideas; it is altogether chamerical to ex- 
pect, that on every ſubject they ſhall think exact- 
ly alike. An attempt, therefore, to produce uni- 
formity of ſentiment in every point of religion, is 
an attempt to reduce all minds to one ſtandard; 

and jt can have no other effect, than to tempt men 
to be hypocrites, or to check the progreſs of their 
underſtandings, leſt they ſhould ſtumble on ſome 


diſcoveries, which, if honeſtly avowed, would ſub- 


ject them to inconvenience. 


II. Let us now conſider the exhortation which 
Paul addreſſes to Timothy, and to all the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel: Hold faſt the form of ſound words. 
By this exhortation, che following things are 
ſuggeſted: 
1. The truths which we profels, we ought cor- 
dially to believe. A firm belief of them is cer- 


tainly a prerequiſite, without which the duty en- 


joined cannot be performed. The ſubſcription of 


a Creed, or Formula, ſhould be a voluntary action, 
founded in a hearty aſſent to its articles. If, while 


we ſolemnly ſubſcribe, we diſbelieve them, or even 
doubt of their truth, we deceive the Church, and 


expoſe 


| 
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expoſe ourſelves to the reproaches of our own con- 
: ſciences. Let us embrace the truths of revelation 
with a divine faith; for, if they be only matters 
of opinion, our hold of them is very ſight, and 
we will eaſily part with them in the oy of tempta- 
tion. 
We muſt make the truths which we believe 
hs ſubject of our public inſtructions. Theſe are 
the treaſures out of which the good ſteward will 
bring things new and old. Let us never imitate 
the baſe and diſingenuous conduct of thoſe church- 
men, who teach doctrines directly oppoſite to thoſe 
to which they have vowed in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner to adhere, 
3. We muſt maintain thoſe truths notwithſtand- 
ing all diſcouragements. The doctrines which we 
preach are not more faſhionable now than they were 
In the days of the Apoſtle, when they were a tum. 
bling-block to the Yews, and fooliſhneſs to the Greeks * 
In the world's vocabulary, they are irrational, ab- 
ſurd, enthuſiaſtical, myitical, licentious. The Spi- 
Tit calls them, the grace of God, the power of God, 
| the wiſdom of God, the doctrine according to godlineſs, 
the truth as it is in Chriſt Jeſus Judge now, 
which of theſe teſtimonies we ought to believe. 

4. It follows, that we ought not to exchange 
them for new opinions, however plauſibly ſupported. 
Error puts on the dreſs of truth, or ſhe would not 
be received in the world; but a wiſe man, by nar- 

. ___ royly 
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rowly infoedting her, will detect the impoſture. 
Have we found the truths which we profeſs, in the 
Scriptures? - We may confidently pronounce every 
contrary doctrine to be a he. 

Theſe particulars I have not time to illuſtrate at 
length. It may ſuffice to have pointed out our duty 
with reſpe& to our form of ſound words, on the ſup- 
poſition, that all its words are ſound, .or that its 
doctrines have been fairly and accurately deduced 
from the Scriptures. But there is a material differ- 
ence between our form, and that of which the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks in the text. That form having been 
delivered to Timothy by an inſpired man, it could 
not contain apy miſtakes, or admit of review and 
correction; whereas our form, like every other hu- 
man compoſition, mult be tried and judged by, the 
infallible ſtandard. They who receive our Confeſ- 
ſion of Faith, becauſe it was framed by their fa- 
thers, who were men of wiſdom and piety, ought 
to pals over to the Church of Rome, which alone 
boaſts of unerring decrees. We do not, like the 
Heathens, proſtitute our-reaſon by a tame ſubmil- 
ſion to the dictates of human authority.“ The 
< traditions of our fathers reſpecting religion,” 
ſays one of the dialogiſts in Cicero concerning the 
Nature of the gods, © we ought to believe, though | 
“ no reaſon be aſſigned for them.” No; every 
man, before he ſubſcribes the Confeſſion, ſhould ex- 
amine it with the utmoſt deliberation and care; 
and, even after his ſubſcription, he muſt continue 

. D 1 to 
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to compare it with the Scriptures, unleſs it be ſup- 
poſed that his judgement at that particular period 


was infallible; and, by conſequence, that inveſti- 


gation muſt be for ever ſuſpended as preſumptuous 
and vain. Confeſſions are framed on this principle, 
that legitimate conſequences from Scripture, though 


expreſſed in human words, are as much a part of 
revelation as the propoſitions on which they depend. 
But as theſe conſequences were drawn by minds 

liable to error, no man can ſafely and rationally aſ- 
ſent to them, till he have himſelf deduced them in 


the exerciſe of his own faculties. There 1s room, 


therefore, for examining and reviewing all human 


Creeds and doctrinal Articles. It is poſſible that our 


Fathers have erred. Does any man ſtartle at this 
aſſertion? I will addreſs him in the words of an 
eloquent writer of the ancient Church“: God 
„ hath given to all their portion of wiſdom, that 


ce they may inveſtigate unknown truths, and exa- 
& mine thoſe which are already diſcovered. Our 
& anceſtors did not excel us in wiſdom, becauſe 
ce they were prior in time; for that which is com- 


c mon to all, cannot be monopolized by a few, 
All are endowed with faculties for inveſtigating 
truth; and they therefore abuſe their faculties, 


e and renounce the wiſdom which God hath be- 


« ſtowed upon them, who, without examination, 
adopt the opinions of their fathers, and ſubmit, 
* like the brutes, to be guided by others.” In 


{x ag of theſe very ſenſible wee let me alk, 


— 
X LaRtantius, lib. ii. cap. 7. | 
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Is wiſdom confined to one age ; and do intelleQual 


| talents degenerate as the world approaches to its 


cloſe? Are the Scriptures leſs intelligible to us than 


to the men of former days; or was the promiſe of 


the Holy Ghoſt, 70 lead men into all the truth, made 
to our progenitors alone? Let us not be anti- 


quaries in religion, and admire nothing but what 
is old. It is poſſible that our Fathers have erred : 


it is poſſible that they have ſuppoſed ſome things to 
be true, which are not true ; and have made ſome 
things terms of communion, which ſhould have 
been left to be matters of forbearance. If any thing 
of this deſcription ſhall be diſcovered by a Church 
in her ſtandards, what ought ſhe to do? Shall the 


continue to hold it faſt? No; ſhe muſt abandon 
it immediately, as our Fathers themſelves would 
have done, if it had appeared to them in the ſame 


light. 
I know nothing which can, with propriety, be 


objected to this meaſure, even when the point to be 


abandoned is laid aſide, not as an error, but as an 
unneceflary article. The danger of innovation is a 


: ſenſeleſs cry, which was raiſed againſt Chriſtianity 
Uſelf at its firſt appearance; and is belched out by 


timidity, bigotry, and ſelf-intereſt, againſt every ſpe- 


cies of reform. Truth is an innovation, when it 
comes in the room of error. But does not an A. 
poltle ſay, Whereunto we have already attained, let us 


walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the fame things * ? 
D 2 : Tes; > 


® Phil, iii. 16. 
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Ves; but his words are not applicable on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, For, firſt, To call a point in diſpute 
an attainment, is to call it + truth; and: this is on- 
ly a begging of the queſtion, by allich nothing is 
proved. Secondly, Though the point in diſpute be 
a truth, it is not an attainment, unleſs it deſerve to 
be made a term of communion ; and to this rank, 


as we have ſhown, every truth is not intitled. If it 
can be proved, that the Church hath, in any in- 


ſtance, too much limited her fellowſhip ; if ſhe hath 


impoſed conditions of admiſſion, which are not ne- 


ceſſary to preſerve the purity of the great truths of 
the goſpel, and to maintain order and peace; ſhe is 


lo far from forſaking her attainments, when ſhe 
takes off ſuch limitations, that, by that very ſtep, 
ihe makes a nearer approach to perfection. 


I have now, my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, 
ſtated my ſentiments on the, ſeveral parts of this 
ſubject; and I truſt that they have been acceptable. 
It is the glory of our Church, that though ſhe hath 


no ſubſfiſted for a long period, ſhe hath ſtedfaſtly 
adhered, during all the time, to the doctrines of 
the Reformation. In this reſpe& we have few ri- 


vals. God grant that we may be enabled to hold 
faſe the form of ſound words in our day; and that 


+ our ſucceſſors, through many generations, may, with 


fidelity and zeal, ſupport the ſame glorious cauſe. 


A Church which hath renounced the truths of the 
goſpel, is a mere worldly fociety, or rather a band 


of 


a9) 


of ebnſpirtitons againſt Chriſt and his Beelen 
Since, then, we are cordially united in the belief 
cf the great doctrines of religion, let no ſmaller dif- 


ferences of opinion alienate oun hearts from ech 
other, or interrupt our Chriſtian fellowſhip. Do 


you embrace one another as brethren, though you 
perceive ſome defects in one another's characters, 
ſome imperfections in obedience, ſome inſtances of 
imprudence, ſome evidences of prejudice and paſ- 
lion? And will you not bear with one another in 


thoſe caſes in which your underſtandings ſeem to 


labour under the fame weakneſs ; in harmleſs diſa- 
greements about minute matters, in variety of ſpe- 
culation about topics which have not the leaſt in- 
fluence on your faith and practice? Will you not 
bear with thoſe who adore the ſame divine Saviour, 


truſt in his everlaſting righteouſneſs as the only 


foundation of their hope, and maintain the neceſ- 


ſity of his grace to regenerate and ſanctify the ſoul ; 


with thoſe who obſerve the ſame external forms of 
religion, and endeavour, according to the grace 


given to them, to perform the ſame duties, in their 


public and private capacity? Will you not bear 


with them, becauſe they doubt whether a deed of 
their fäthers be obligatory on them; and whether 


the Civil Magiſtrate, of whoſe conſcience we have 
not the direction, as he is not a member of our 
Church, have power to puniſh men for their religi- 


ous opinions ? Yes, you will bear with them ; you 


\ | will 


. 


will give an example of moderation and love to tlie 
people under your care, and to all the churches 
who ſhall hear of your conduct; you will live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace ſhall be 
with you. —— 
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3 T HE obligation of the National Covenant and the Solemn 
League hath been recogniſed by our Church; and an acknow- 


ledgement of it made a term of communion. We have alſo re- 


ceived the doctrine of the Confeſſion, on the ſubje& of the Ma- 


giſtrate's power in matters of religion. It teaches, that“ for 


« their publiſhing of ſuch opinions as are contrary to the light 
ce of nature, or to the known principles of Chriſtianity, whe- 
&* ther concerning faith, worſhip, or converſation, men may 
« he proceeded againſt—by the power of the Civil rg 


_ chap. xx. 4.— That Magiſtrates ought to maintain piety : 


That“ the Magiſtrate hath authority, and it is his duty to 


take order, that unity and peace be preſerved in the Church, 
that the truth of God be kept pure and entire; that all 
et blaſphemies and hereſies be ſuppreſſcd ; all corruptions and 


ec abuſes in worſhip and diſcipline be prevented or reformed ; 


and all the ordinances of God duly ſettled, adminiſtered, and 


0 


* 


obſerved: for the better effecting whereof, he hath power 
to call ſynods, to be preſent at them, and to provide, that 
<« whatſoever is tranſacted in them be according to the mind 


© of God,” chap. xxiii. 2. 3. See alſo Larg. Cat. Queſt. 108. | 


* 
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It is now Pepe to mk an 1 on theſe ar- 5 


ticles; or, in other words, to receive the whole doctrine of the 
Confeſſion of Faith, except thoſe paſſages concerning the Ma- 
_ gittrate's power about religion; and inſtead of an acknowledge- 
ment of the formal obligation of the Covenants, to require only 


an approbation of them, as a ſolemn engagement on the part 
of our fathers to adhere to the truths of Chriſt, and tranſ- 
mit them to poſterity ; and a declaration of our belief, that in 
virtue of theſe Covenants, additional guilt will be incurred by 
us, if we ſhall renounce. Reformation-principles. It is evident, 
that he who entertains ſcruples about the power of the Magi- 
rate circa ſacra, muſt alſo call in queſtion part of the matter 
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of the Covenants, as well as the manner of enforcing them. 1 
muſt, for want of room, refer the reader to the Covenants, in 
which he will find the ſaid power explicitly maintained. The 


National Covenant was enforced with civil pains. See Act of 


Aſſembly 1639, and AQ of Parliament, e e to the 


Covenant. 


I earneſtly beg thoſe who ſhall read this Note, to obſerve, 
chat it is not intended to condemn thoſe articles, or to ſay, 
that the Magiſtrate has no power about religion, and that 


the Covenants are not formally binding on poſterity, The 
Synod has no defign to proceed to ſo violent a meaſure. It is 


only propoſed to make theſe, points matters of forbearance. 
He who believes the power of the Magiſtrate circa ſacra, and 
the formal obligation of the Covenants, may continue to be- 
eve as before, with this difference only, that he ſhall not make 


His faith on theſe ſubjects a ſtandard to which his fellow- 
 Qhriſtzans in our Church muſt conform. On the other hand, 
he who thinks that the Magiſtrate has no ſuch power, and that 


the Covenants are not formally obligatory on poſterity, ſnall 


be allowed, notwithſtanding his opinion, to enjoy all his pri- 
vileges, if he affent to the other articles which we think it ne- 
cefſary to retain, The forbearance ſhall be mutual; neither 
Party ſhall aſſume any dominion over the. faith of the other. 
He who oppoſes forbearance, infiits on one of theſe two things: 


either that thoſe who entertain ſeruples ſhall ſeek relief to their 
confciences, by leaving our Church; or that they ſhall preſerve 
her unity and peace, by baſely profeſſing with their lips what 
they do not believe in their hearts. Ves; he is determined to 


Force his brethren to be hypocrites and liars, or to rend our ſo- 

Qrety in pieces ; and this is an event ſo melancholy, that every 
thing which can be lawfully done ought to be done to prevent 

As I have ſhown in the Sermon, that a Church may permit 
\. Come things to be matters of forbearance, the only queſtion to 
be conſidered is, Whether the articles ſpecified be of ſuch a 
pature, that forbearance may be exerciſed about them. Let 
| | 3 
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ws begin with the Covenants. Againft the exerciſe of fotbears 
ance with reſpect to them, it may be objected, that it is cri- 
minal not to acknowledge a moral obligation; and that the 
intereſts of the Church will be endangered, if this ſecurity 'of 
her doctrine, worſhip, and government, be parted with. But, 
if the Covenants be binding on poſterity, their obligation is not 
lo clear az the obligation 6f truth, of juſtice, and of charity. 
It is not ſo clear, as that of many of the duties called moral, 
which, when plainly ſtated, commend themſelves to every 
man's conſcience. Their obligation is proved by the Covenant. 
made with the Iſraelites, in which their children, and he that 
flood not with them that day, were included; by the Covenant 
with the Gibeonites, the violation of which by Saul, after the 
interval of four hundred years, was puniſhed by a famine; 
and by the ſtory of the Rechabites, recorded Jer. xxxv. Buteve* 
ry mind is not able to perceive the force of this conſequence, 
that a covenant made by our fathers is binding on. their poſte- 
rity, becauſe the Covenant which God made with the Iſraelites 
was binding on theirs: The Sovereign Lord of all may impoſe on 
his creatures an obligation, by any mode which ſeems beſt to his 
| wiſdom ; but how does this prove, that parents may, without his 
expreſs injunction, lay obligations on their children, by conſtitu- 
ting themſelves their federal repreſentatives ? The coyenant with 
the Gibeonites was a civil tranſaction. Such covenants are allow- 
ed, by all civiliſed nations, to be obligatory on poſterity ; and 
no man will deny, that to oppreſs and deſtroy an unarmed harm- 
leſs people, who rely on the public faith, is a -crime{deſerving 
the ſevereſt puniſhment: "This eaſe ſeems to have little reſem- 
 blance to the religious covenants of our anceſtors. Jonadab 
the ſon of Rechab, commanded his poſterity not to drink wine. 
Jo ſuppoſe, however, that he had a right to reſtrain them, 
is to ſuppoſe, that parents have a right, at pleaſure, to debar 
their children from the enjoyment of the goodneſs of Provi- 
dence; whereas the Spirit ſays expreſsly, that hey depart from 
the faith; who comman i to abſtain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thankſgiving. Yet their obedience 18 
* 1 5 commended 
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cominended 'as an expreſſion of filial piety ; and mb it was 


che more applauded, becauſe it exhibited ſo ſtriking a contraſt. 


to the undutiful condu& of the Jews towards God. The paſ- 
ſage authoriſes us to draw this inference only, that God high- 
ly approves of the reſpe& of children for their parents. I 
mention theſe things, not to diſprove the formal obligation of 
the Covenants ; but to ſhow that ſome of the arguments for it 
do not carry demonſtration along with them. The improprie 
ty, therefore, ſeems to conſiſt, not in leaving out, but in re- 
taining a ſubject of doubtful diſputation, as a part of our 
Creed. Nothing but what is plain, or may be eaſily made 


plain to the meaneſt capacity, ſhould be admitted among our 
terms of communion. On dubious points, /ef every man be 
Fully perſuaded in bis own mind, and have faith ta himſelf before 


But if the formal obligation of the Covenants be not ac- 


 knowledged, the Church will loſe the ſecurity given by them 
to her do&rine, worſhip, and government. To this objection 
J anſwer, That if a man believes all the truths contained in 


the Confeſſion of Faith, and acknowledges himſelf to be bound, 


by the paramount authority of God, to maintain and defend 
them, he gives all the ſecurity which the Church can reaſon- 


ably demand from him, Would it not be abſurd to exclude 
from a ſociety, a man who declares himſelf to be obliged by 


the higheſt poſſible authority, the authority of Heaven, to ad- 
here to certain articles of coufederation, merely becauſe he 


Lannot farther ſay, that be is ſenſible of an unſpeakably inferior 
obligation, reſulting from a remote tranſaction of his fathers ? 


Can none be faithful friends to the doctrines of the goſpel, 


and to the laws and ordinances of Chriſt, unleſs they enter in- 
20 a covenant, or be parties to one already made? Alas! what 
a ſweeping ſentence l It pronounces the condemnation of all 


Chriſtians, except a few Diſſenters ; of all the Church of God, 
from the days of the Apoſtles, till about two hundred years 


ago: for though I have read eccleſiaſtical .hiſtorians, modern 
and ancient, I never heard of covenanting before that period. 


Where then is the danger of leaving this article out of our Creed? | 
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We ſhall not ceaſe, I truſt, to be good Chriſtians, good Pref. 
byterians, good Seceders, zealots for the truth, and aktive i in 
its ſervice. 
Let us now ue the othis article, the power of the Civil 
Magiſtrate in matters of religion, It ought not to ſurpriſe any, 
that ſome have formed ſuch a notion of the ſpiritual nature of 
the kingdom of Chriſt, as to think, that it is entirely diſtin& 
from the kingdoms of the world; and that he alone has a right 
to interfere in the management of its affairs, If this be an er- 
ror, it is a pardonable one. The Head of the Church will not 
ſeverely cenſure the man, who is ſo tender of his prerogatives a 
not to approve of any thing which even ſeems to encroach up- 
on them. Is it a crime to believe, that conſcience is ſo ſacred 
a thing, that no means ſhould be employed which have the leaft 
tendency to compel it? Our Confeſſion ſays, that © God alone 
« is the Lord of the conſcience.” It is not every mind which 
can perceive the eonſiſteney of this aſſertion with the power 
| aſcribed by the ſame Confeſſion to the Magiſtrate. Beſides, 
ſome think, that the veſting of that power in him conſtitutes 
him the ſole judge of doctrine: for how ſhall he take order, 
that blaſphemies : and hereſies be ſuppreſſed, but by firſt judging 
what opinions are heretical and blaſphemous ? Nothing can be 
more fooliſh than to ſay, that he is not to judge for himſelf, 


but to follow the advice and direction of the Church: for firſt, 5 


according to this ſcheme, he muſt diveſt himſelf of his own rea- 
fon and conſcience, and ſubſtitute the reaſon and conſcience of 
others as the rule of his procedure; ; and ſecondly, it only tranſ- 
fers the right of judging concerning do&rine from one to ma- 

ny, from the Civil Magiſtrate to the Church. But what right 
has the Church, 50 judge for me, any more than the Magiſtrate ? | 
She may indeed declare the truth, and tell me what, according 
to her views, T ough; to believe - but if 1 would act like a 
Chriſtian and a Proteftant, I muſt judge for myſelf, by employ- 
ing my own faculties in the ſtudy of the Scriptures—Can 
men who have ſuch ſcruples on this ſubject, continue to aſ- 
ſent to the doctrine of the Confeſſion? No, they cannot, 

What advantage would the e derive from their affent? 
Would 
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Would 1 her Bieten be ſecured 65 hollow profeſſions, aiid 4 


_ pretended. faith? 


The power of che Civil Magiſtrate « circa ſacra is, in out 
caſe, a pure ſpeculation: Our practice hath not the mot 
diſtant connection with it. The Civil Magiſtrate is not a 
member of our Church : we are not the keepers of his con- 
ſcience : he is not applying to us for advice. Why ſhould 


be diſpute about queſtions which we are not called by our eir- 
cumſtances to conſider? Why ſtiould we refuſe to hold fellow - 
ſhip with one another, unleſs we perfectly coincide in our ſen- 
timents with regard to what a perſon, who belongs to another 
Church, has a right by his office to do; how far his power ex- 


tends; and whether he has any power at all? What would 
you think of a Church, which ſhould reſolve to receive none 
into her boſorn, who do not believe that the ſun, is placed in 


the centre of the ſyſtem to which we belong! The diſcuſſion 
of ſuch abſtract queſtions falls not within the province of the 


Church ; : and the power of the Magiſtrate about religion is 
Tuch an abſtract queſtion. It is the ſame thing to us, whether 
the Church be connected with the State, or diſtinct and inde- 


pendent; for we are no part of the National Eftabliſhment. 5 
I cannot clearly diſcover the value of ſuch principles as have 


no relation to practice: I cannot conceive at all the propriety 


of elevating them to a place in our ſtandards. 


It is ſcarcely neceſſary to add, that this queſtion has no con- 


nection with politics. We are ſenſible of the many advantages 


which we enjoy under the Britiſh Conſtitution; and it is our 
fervent wiſh, that they may deſcend as an inheritance to our 
children, and our childrens children. As a Church, we ac- 


| knowledge the Civil Magiſtrate 1 be the miniſter of God fer 
good. The lying lips of unprincipled fycophants may accuſe us 


of diſſoyalty; but we pray for Kings, and fer all that are in au- 


 thority, that aue may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs 


and honeſtly. We teach our people to fear God, and honour the 
King; and to render to Cæſar the things that are Ceſar? en __ 


as to Ged, the things that are God's. _ 
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